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SupportsRoe v.Wade i and the “Freedom of ChoiceAct”
that would nullify federal, state, and local restrictions on
abortion andmake abortion a constitutional right. ii

Abortion OpposesRoe v.Wade that legalized abortion in 1973 and
thinks this court decisionmust be overturned. iii

Opposes a federal amendment to ban abortion and
supports unrestricted access to abortion in all states. iv Human Life Amendment Supports a federal amendment to ban abortion and

supports state’s rights in settling the abortion debate. v

Supports partial-birth abortion. vi Partial-Birth Abortion Opposes partial-birth abortion. vii

Supports taxpayer-funded abortions. viii Taxpayer-Funded Abortion Opposes taxpayer-funded abortions. ix

Opposes legislation giving infants who survive an
attempted abortion the right-to-life. x Born-Alive Infants Protection Act Supports legisation giving infants who survive an

attempted abortion the right-to-life. xi

Opposes legislation requiring parents to be notified if
their child requests an abortion. xii Parental Notification Law Supports legislation requiring parents to be notified if their

child requests an abortion. xiii

Supports both the destruction of embryos for research
purposes and the use of federal funds to so. xiv Embryonic Stem Cell Research

Supports the destruction of embryos donated from
IVF clinics for research purposes and supports the
use of federal funds to so. xv

Supports human cloning for embryonic
stem cell research. xvi Human Cloning Opposes human cloning for embryonic stem cell research. xvii

Supports appointing judges who view the U.S.
Consititution as a living document and interpret it
according to changing values and culture. xviii

Judicial Philosophy
Opposes appointing judgeswho arbitrarily interpret theU.S.
Constitution according to their subjective views andwho
legislate from the bench. xix

Opposes aU.S. constitutional amendment to define
marriage as the union of oneman andonewoman and
believes the decision should be left for the states to decide. xx

Federal Marriage Amendment

Opposes a U.S. constitutional amendment to
define marriage as the union of one man and one
woman and believes the decision should be left for the
states to decide. xxi

OpposesD.O.M.A. which protects a state’s right to
decide for themselves whether or not to recognize
same-sex “marriage” and believes D.O.M.A. should
be repealed. xxii

Defense of Marriage Act
SupportsD.O.M.A. which protects a state’s right to
decide for themselves whether or not to recognize
same-sex “marriage.” xxiii

Supports estate or “death” taxes. xxiv Federal Estate Tax Opposes estate or “death” taxes. xxv

Supports educational curriculum that
promotes homosexuality. xxvi Moral Education Opposes educational curriculum that

promotes homosexuality. xxvii

VOTE

Barack Hussein Obama II
Democratic Presidential Candidate

John Sidney McCain III
Republican Presidential Candidate
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Supports abortion-on-demand as held by Roe v.Wade. i Abortion Opposes abortion-on-demand as held by Roe v.Wade. ii

Opposes partial-birth abortion. iii Partial-Birth Abortion Opposes partial-birth abortion. iv

Supports taxpayer-funded abortions. v Taxpayer-Funded Abortion Opposes taxpayer-funded abortions. vi

Supports the federal funding and destruction of unborn
embryos for research purposes. vii Embryonic Stem Cell Research Opposes the destruction of unborn

embryos for research purposes. viii

Supports the right to same-sex marriage. ix Same-Sex “Marriage” Opposes the right to same-sex “marriage.” x

Supports extending public employee
benefits to same-sex partners. xi Benefits to Same-Sex Couples Opposes extending public employee

benefits to same-sex partners. xii

Supports public funding of faith-based initiatives. xiii Faith-Based Initiatives Supports public funding of faith-based initiatives. xiv

VOTE

Joseph Robinette Biden Jr.
Democratic Vice Presidential Candidate

Sarah Heath Palin
Republican Vice Presidential CandidateIssue

2008 Party Platform
Comparison on Issues*

TheDemocratic Party strongly and unequivocally supports Roe v.Wade and a
woman’s right to choose a safe and legal abortion, regardless of ability to pay, and
we oppose any and all efforts toweaken or undermine that right.

Abortion
Faithful to the first guarantee of theDeclaration of Independence,we assert the in-
herent dignity and sanctity of all human life and affirm that the unborn child has
a fundamental individual right to lifewhich cannot be infringed.

Democrats will fight to end discrimination based on race, sex, ethnicity,
national origin, language, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity,
age, and disability …

Civil Rights
We consider discrimination based on sex, race, age, religion, creed,
disability, or national origin to be immoral, and we will strongly en-
force anti-discrimination statutes.

…wewill preserveAmericans’ SecondAmendment right to own and use firearms.
We believe that the right to own firearms is subject to reasonable regulation…We
canwork together to enact and enforce common-sense laws and improvements –
like closing the gun show loophole…

Gun Ownership
Weuphold the right of individualAmericans to own firearms, a rightwhich ante-
dated theConstitution andwas solemnly confirmedby the SecondAmendment
…enablingAmericans to defend themselves, their property, and communities…
We recognize that gun control only affects andpenalizes law-abiding citizens, and
that such proposals are ineffective at reducing violent crime.

Wewill lead to defeat the epochal, man-made threat to the planet: climate change.
Without dramatic changes, rising sea levels will flood coastal regions around the
world.Warmer temperatures and declining rainfall will reduce crop yields, increas-
ing conflict, famine, disease, and poverty.

Environment
Republicans caution against the doomsday climate change scenarios…We can
– and should– address the risk of climate change based on sound sciencewith-
out succumbing to the no-growth radicalism that treats climate questions as
dogma rather than as situations to bemanaged responsibly.

. . . We knowwe can’t drill ourway to energy independence and sowemust sum-
mon all of our ingenuity and legendary hardwork andwemust invest in research
and development, and deployment of renewable energy technologies—such as
solar, wind, geothermal, as well as technologies to store energy through advanced
batteries and clean up our coal plants . . .

Energy

If we are to have the resources we need to achieve energy independence,
we simply must draw more American oil from American soil. We sup-
port accelerated exploration, drilling and development in America …
Republicans support [solar and wind energy] and other alternative en-
ergy sources, including geothermal and hydropower, and anticipate
technological developments that will increase their economic viability.

We support the full inclusion of all families, including same-sex couples, in the life
of our nation, and support equal responsibility, benefits, and protections.Wewill
enact a comprehensive bipartisan employment non-discrimination act.We oppose
the Defense ofMarriageAct and all attempts to use this issue to divide us.

Same-Sex “Marriage”
…we call for a constitutional amendment that fully protects marriage as a
union of a man and a woman, so that judges cannot make other arrange-
ments equivalent to it. In the absence of a national amendment, we sup-
port the right of the people of the various states to affirm traditional
marriage through state initiatives.

Democratic Party Republican PartyIssue



 

Presidential Candidate Endnotes
i Speech to Planned Parenthood Action Fund, July 17, 2007: http://lauraetch.googlepages.com/barackobamabeforeplannedparenthoodaction
ii http://www.barackobama.com/2008/01/22/obama_statement_on_35th_annive.php
iii http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/95b18512-d5b6-456e-90a2-12028d71df58.htm
iv Speech to Planned Parenthood Action Fund, July 17, 2007: http://lauraetch.googlepages.com/barackobamabeforeplannedparenthoodaction
v http://thinkprogress.org/2006/11/19/mccain-abortion
vi Voted against banning partial birth abortion: http://ontheissues.org/2008/Barack_Obama_Abortion.htm
vii http://ontheissues.org/SenateVote/Party_2003-51.htm
viii http://ontheissues.org/SenateVote/Party_2005-75.htm, also see, http://www.nrlc.org/Election2008/obamarecord0608.pdf, also see

http://lauraetch.googlepages.com/barackobamabeforeplannedparenthoodaction
ix http://www.votesmart.org/issue_keyvote_detail.php?cs_id=16080&can_id=53270
x http://www.nypost.com/seven/08192008/postopinion/opedcolumnists/obamas_extremism_125074.htm, also see, http://www.jillstanek.com/archives/obama/senate-illinois/, also see,

http://www.nrlc.org/ObamaBAIPA/Obamacoverup.html
xi http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=107&session=1&vote=00208#name
xii Obama: http://ontheissues.org/SenateVote/Party_2006-216.htm
xiii McCain: http://ontheissues.org/SenateVote/Party_2006-216.htm
xiv http://www.govtrack.us/congress/vote.xpd?vote=s2006-206, also see, http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00127
xv http://ontheissues.org/SenateVote/Party_2007-127.htm, also see, http://ontheissues.org/Notebook/Note_04-SEN8.htm
xvi http://www.cmsdocs.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=58&Itemid=2
xvii http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/95b18512-d5b6-456e-90a2-12028d71df58.htm
xviii On Abortion: Constitution is a living document; no strict constructionism: http://www.ontheissues.org/Archive/Audacity_of_Hope_Barack_Obama.htm
xix http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/b8529d0e-381e-4a29-9c39-6a57c7e182c9.htm
xx http://obama.senate.gov/press/060607-obama_statement_26/index.php
xxi http://ontheissues.org/SenateVote/Party_2006-163.htm
xxii http://pride.barackobama.com/page/-/Nikki/Constituency%20Groups/LGBT/Obama%20Open%20Letter.pdf
xxiii http://www.friendsofmccain.com/news/dspnews.cfm?id=143
xxiv On Tax Reform: Estate tax only affects the wealthiest 1/2 of 1%, http://www.ontheissues.org/Archive/Audacity_of_Hope_Barack_Obama.htm and http://www.ontheissues.org/SenateVote/Party_08-

S050.htm
xxv http://www.ontheissues.org/SenateVote/Party_08-S050.htm
xxvi http://www.cfr.org/publication/14313/
xxvii http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=103&session=2&vote=00250

Vice Presidential Endnotes
i. http://nrlc.org/Election2008/comparision0909084c.pdf
ii. http://www.adn.com/sarahpalin/story/510378.html, also see, http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=news-000002950353
iii. http://ontheissues.org/2008/Joe_Biden_Abortion.htm (Voted YES on banning partial birth abortions)
iv. http://www.newsmax.com/headlines/sarah_palin_vp/2008/08/29/126139.html
v. http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=2&vote=00030, also see, http://www.lifenews.com/nat4284.html
vi. http://www.adn.com/sarahpalin/story/510378.html
vii. http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00127
viii. http://newsbusters.org/blogs/matthew-balan/2008/09/10/cnn-s-toobin-palin-very-extreme-embryonic-stem-cell-research, (video response can be seen here about 25 minutes into the debate

http://www.ktoo.org/gavel/videogavel.cfm?video=10367&request=AD031708AF1EE7D18769A131FF718CB3)
ix. http://www.frcaction.org/get.cfm?i=PR08H03
x. http://ontheissues.org/2008/Sarah_Palin_Civil_Rights.htm
xi. http://www.stonewalldemocrats.org/obamabiden, also see, http://a4.g.akamai.net/f/4/19675/0/newmill.download.akamai.com/19677/anon.newmediamill/pdfs/Questionnaire_ReportCard.pdf
xii. http://community.adn.com/node/130311
xiii. http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2008/04/20080409-2.html
xiv. http://www.adn.com/sarahpalin/story/510378.html

* This is a brief comparison of only a few issues addressed by the 2008 Party Platforms.

Contact the Democrat or Republican parties for a complete party platform.
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